
YOU 
and 

YOUR

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Dr. Brian Weiss, President, 464-6678 • bw@beachwoodschools.org
Mitchel Luxenburg, Vice President, 382-8943 • ml@beachwoodschools.org
David B. Ostro, 464-0718 • do@beachwoodschools.org
Joshua Mintz, 862-1635 • jmintz@beachwoodschools.org
Steve Rosen, 292-5562 • srosen@beachwoodschools.org

Letter from Retiring Board Member David Ostro

Dear Friends,

In January, 2000, I willingly accepted the responsibility of serving the children and taxpayers of Beachwood as a 
member of the Board of Education. Nearly 14 years later, now the Board’s senior member, I will be retiring later this 
month, at the conclusion of my present term. Serving the community that I love, where I have lived my entire life, 
has been highly rewarding. I will always remember it with great fondness.

I have met, known and worked with many tremendous individuals throughout my tenure. Offering thanks to specific 
individuals at a time like this always risks omitting those deserving of recognition. That said, I feel compelled to 
acknowledge a select few now. 

My wife, Hermine, and our sons, Stuart and Zachary, have shown me overwhelming love and encouragement throughout 
my service, recognizing the time required to commit properly to this role. I will be grateful to them always. I have had 
the good fortune to work with 10 colleagues during my time on the Board, some of whom I initially knew well and 
others not, but each of whom I consider a friend today. While debates and disagreements were had as issues were 
considered, compromise was always reached given the underlying trust amongst us. Without exception, actions were 
taken with the best interests of all of Beachwood’s children as our number one priority. I am especially grateful to 
Sylvia Aarons for initially encouraging my interest in our schools, and for being my gold standard for the role a Board 
member should play. While the community is readily familiar with the outstanding job our building and central office 
administrators do, there are two hidden gems supporting the Board who I cannot allow to go unrecognized here. 
Throughout my entire association with the Board I have had the good fortune to work closely with Michele Mills, our 
Director of Finance/Treasurer, and Dan McIntyre, our external counsel, on countless issues and projects. Beachwood 
Schools are premier in good measure because of the talent, integrity and dedication of these two professionals.

I leave the Board as excited as I have ever been about the future of the Beachwood City Schools. Our students are 
excelling at the highest levels, taking advantage of a rich, vibrant and expanding curriculum. Taken as a whole, our 
Administration is as talented and energetic as at any time during my tenure. Our faculty and support staff are engaged 
with the Board as never before, relationships fostered by a stable contractual foundation. The District’s financial 
standing is extremely strong and well managed, achieving a perfect audit again this past fiscal year whilst maintaining 
a Triple-A bond rating. With the recent completion of the improvements to the BHS campus, our facilities throughout 
the District are now up to date and modern, able to support 21st Century teaching and learning for many years to 
come. The Board is stable, strategically focused, and ready to welcome my replacement, Mike Zawatsky, for whom 
I wish nothing but success as he accepts the honor of serving the children of Beachwood. I have great confidence 
that the District’s brightest days still lie ahead. While my active role in the District’s work has come to an end, I will 
maintain a high level of interest and take great pride in all of its future achievements.

In closing, I want to thank you, the citizens of Beachwood, for allowing me the privilege of serving as a member of 
your Board of Education.

With warm regards, 

David B. Ostro
Beachwood Board of Education
2000 - 2013
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BHS Student Wins at International Student Film Festival

Beachwood High School junior Maria Alvarez’s film Difference of 
Opinion was named the winner of the Best High School Experimental 
Film category, at the International Student Film Festival Hollywood 
on Oct. 27, in Hollywood, Calif.

Difference of Opinion is a one-minute short film  – a dark comedy 
about two lovers with different outlooks of their relationship. She 
produced the film while attending a four-week summer program 
at the New York Film Academy in Los Angeles this past summer. 
The program immersed students in all aspects of filming, including 
story-writing, filming, editing and directing. Alvarez says she came 
up with idea in a week and wrote the script in one day during a 
screenwriting class. She had only two hours to film the footage 
with only a small crew of other students. “I had four hours to edit 
the footage into the final film,” she said.

In total, 78 films were accepted into the festival for high school and 
college film students from the United States and abroad. Alvarez 
was one of only a handful of students to have two films accepted. 
“It was cool to see movies from around the world, get ideas, and be 
around people with same passion and make connections,” Alvarez 
said of attending the awards ceremony weekend.

Alvarez produced her other submission, Carrie’s Wish, for her final 
exam in Mr. Kevin Houchins’ television production class at BHS last 
school year. Carrie’s Wish is a nine-minute film about a woman who 
completes her sister’s unfulfilled bucket list after she dies in a car 
accident. She spent a month conceiving the story and writing a 
script, then filmed the footage while her older sister was visiting 
from Los Angeles for two weeks. The editing process took three 
days.

“In class, we’re coming up with new projects and ideas every day, 
and we get to play different roles in the production process,” Alvarez 
said. “Beachwood High School’s beautiful new television studio 
gives me access to high tech tools that other students don’t have. 
When I get to college, I’ll already be prepared because I won’t be 
doing this for the first time.”

“She has natural gift of vision to see things that most people can’t,” 
Houchins said. “The other students in the class respect her because 
of her creativity. She’s very artistic.”

Alvarez plans to attend the University of Southern California to 
major in film and television production, then get an internship with 
a major film company. Next spring, Alvarez hopes to volunteer at 
the Cleveland International Film Festival.

“Ultimately, I want to be a director,” she says. “I don’t want to act. I 
want to be behind the camera. The director gets to be involved in 
all aspects of movies, not just acting or editing.”

A Holocaust survivor and American veteran who recently met shared their 
extraordinary stories with more than 200 BHS students on Nov. 1. Holocaust 
survivor Stanley Bernath told students how a Nazi soldier he never met saved 
his life at the Dachau concentration camp, while Dr. Allan Silver, an American 
soldier, explained what he saw when he arrived to liberate Dachau in 1945. Mr. 
Bernath was eventually liberated from the Melk concentration camp, a sub-camp 
of Mauthausen. Students learned of the incredible resilience of human beings 
and the astonishing capabilities of humans to withstand horror. BHS social 
studies teacher Greg Deegan organized the event for his Human Rights class. 
Pictured, BHS student Inkyu Kim thanked Mr. Bernath for speaking and explained 
that his great-grandparents were slave laborers during the Japanese occupation 
of Korea. Kim said his grandfather died in the Korean War fighting alongside U.S. 
Marines.

BHS Student Hear Remarkable Stories of Holocaust Speakers



Oddly Normal
NY Times correspondent John Schwartz 
visited with BHS students on Nov. 11, to 
discuss his book Oddly Normal, a memoir 
about his family’s journey to raise, protect, 
and teach their gay son how to cope in a 
potentially hostile world. Equally humorous 
and heartrending, the book reveals just what 
it takes to raise children who are different in 
a still resistant world.

Book club students had read Oddly Normal 
earlier in the school year, then participated 

in discussions and created projects in response to the book ranging 
from creating art inspired by the book, writing the author with 
unanswered questions, and proposing a bullying prevention 
program for BHS. Already scheduled to be in town for The Mandel 
JCC Festival of Jewish Books & Authors, Schwartz arranged to visit 
BHS to meet with the students and 
talk about their projects and responses 
to his memoir.

The student-led BHS book club reads 
between three and four titles per year 
and discusses issues that are prevalent 
in young adult books, such as self-
esteem, drugs, bullying, and suicide. 
Advisers are media specialist/librarian 
Jennifer Flaherty and SAY counselor 
Ronna Posta. Past books have dealt 
with athletes having to overcome 
injuries, cyberbullying, homelessness, 
and the weight of our decisions.

BMS Chess Team Places 3rd 

The BMS chess team took third place at the Cleveland Scholastic 
Open chess tournament at Cleveland State University on Oct. 26. 
Pictured from the left is Jesse Wu (18th) , Richard Han (8th place) 
and Ben Greysukh (19th).
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Fox 8 Cleveland meteorologist Angelica Campos visited the Bryden 
Elementary School science lab in October to speak with second 
graders about weather systems and types of storms.

FOX 8 Meteorologist Visits Bryden

Halloween Fun at Bryden & Hilltop
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Students from Beachwood High School’s culinary program served up 
apple cake at the Beachwood Chamber of Commerce’s annual Taste of 
Beachwood on Nov. 6. BHS orchestra students provided the entertainment 
for the event’s nearly 300 guests.

Culinary, Orchestra  Students 
Participate in Taste of Beachwood

11 am - 1 pm
THE BISTRO 

at Beachwood High School

GRAND HOLIDAY BUFFET

Reservations: 216-831-2080, ext. 131, 
or Bistro@beachwoodschools.org. 

Enjoy a culinary experience created by 
our future restaurant and hospitality 
professionals inside the newly renovated 
BHS Bistro! Each dish is prepared by our 
first-year chefs under the supervision of 
our experienced instructional staff.

Thursday, Dec. 19

Halloween Fun at Bryden & Hilltop
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